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OMIIAI'I  UR'JM  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

IISDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HE^^LTH 


194-9. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 


In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  I’-Iinistry  of 
Health,  I  deal  briefly  in  this  report  with  matters  within 


my  responsibility  reyardiny  public  health  and  preventive  medicine 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  . * 

•  ••  ••• 

•  •  • 

2,250 

Reyistrsir  General’s  estimate 

of  population 

•  •  • 

3,718 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at 

end  of  1949 

•  •  • 

1 , 106 

Rateable  Value  at  30.9.49. 

•  •  • 

£23,597 

Net  product  of  a  penny  rate 

.*•  ... 

•  •  • 

£  90 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

Live  Girths  -  Legitimate 

33 

26 

59 

Illegitimate 

3 

,33  , 

29 

62 

Still  Girths  -  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Rate 

for  District 

Rate  fc 

r  Engl^.nd  and 

Vales 

Girth  Rate 

16.7 

16.7 

Death  Rate 

10 

11.7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 
1,000  live  births. 

16 

32 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH  Males  Females 


Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  1 

Influenza  -  2 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  -  1 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  2 

Diabetes  -  1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  2  6 

Heart  disease  6  4 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  4 

Carried  forward  15  14 
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Cau_ses  of  Death  con t i nu e d : 


Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 
Premature  birth 
Violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


Brought  forward 


Males 

15 

5 

1 

1 

1 


1 

3 


Females 

14 

2 


1 

2 


27 


19 


1. 


G;SN^^PiWlJMIT_OP__HS^ra_S^VICES_j;O^TH^^A 

— OFFIGBRS  OF  T HE  AUTHOR  ITY. 

_ QPfic 6 r _ of  Health  -  J,  Younp"  M  Ph  "np  n  -  ■; 

The  Tledloal  nf’-rnr>r'r»  —  -i4.u  Ca.1.10 » 

->  n  Health  acts  for  the  Leicestershire 

included?  Districts  in  which  this  District  is 

3§ni:^r£_toseeotor  -  H.  Tabberer,  Sanitary  Inspector 

Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Insti  ,ute. 

Di4rict?“^  Inspector  is  also  the  Surveyor  of  the  Ur  an 
2 •  i^OR ATOR Y_^G IL ITISS  . 

area  ware  carried  out 

LeiceEer!  Smergency  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
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Blood 
Faeces 

Faeces  u  Urine 
Catheter  urine 
Urine  .... 

Vaginal  swab 
Pleural  effusion  . |  * 

Pus  from  abscess  . !!!!!!!!!!!! 

Swab  from  wound  . . 

3v;ab  from  breast  abscess  . 

Sy/ao  from  upper  and  lower  conjunctivae 
Taroat  swab  .  . . . 

Eye  swab  . !!!!'.***"*** 

Nose  swab 
Ear  swab 

Cerebrospinal  fluid 
Sputum  .... 
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Milk 
Water 
Ice  cream  . 
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SMrrARY  CIRCUIISTANGES  OP  THE  AREA 


1. 


(i)  7ATER 


Hac  ter  iolo.^ical  Chemical 


Number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 

(a)  from  wells  . 

(b)  from  piped  supply  . 

Results  of  samples  taken  : - 

(a)  from  wells  -  unsatisfactory  ••• 

satis  factory 

(b)  from  piped  -  unsatisfactory  ... 

supply  satisfactory  ... 


14  (from  7  wells) 
17  2 

14 

5 

12  2 


Six  of  the  unsatisfactory  wells  were  actually  used 
durin':  the  year  and  two  of  these  serving  five  houses  were  replaced 
by  piped  supply. 

TiS  COUNTIES  PUbLIC  iISALTH  LAnORAT CRIES . 


Analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  received  on  14.6.49*  f r ^m  Oakham 
Urban  District  Council,  'Jaterworks  Pumping  Station  after  treatment 
going  into  supply.  Date  -  I3.6.49.  -  3.20  p.m. 


Talten  by  7.  Cunnington. 


Signed  ....  H.  Tabb(, rer. 


CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  P/iRT3  PER  MILLION . 
Appearance..  Paint  opalescence  with  a  few  mineral  particles. 


Colour  (llazen)  . . 

Turbidity  (Silica  scale)  Less 

tha 

Reaction  pK . . 

Odnur  . . . . Nil 

h 

Electric  conductivity 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ...  Trace 

at  20°  G. . . 

Tot^l  solids,  dried  at  180° 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  .... 

c  ....  560 

Hardness  -  Total  ............  265  Carbonate  (Temp)..  235  Non¬ 
carbonate  ..  30  (permanent) 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  .  1.0  Alkalinity  as  Cal . Carbonate  ..  23b 

Free  Ammonia .  O.O48  Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  .  less  than 

0.01 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ..........  0.010  Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours 


Metals  -  at  27°C  . .  0.20 

Iron  .,  less  than  0.03  Residual  Chlorine  . .  Nil 

other  metals  absent. 


This  sample  is  reasonably  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  since  it 
shows  only  faint  opalescence  and  carried  only  a  few  particles  of 
matter  in  suspension.  The  water  is  very  faintly  alkaline  in 
reaction,  hard  in  character,  but  not  to  an  excessive  degree, 
contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution 
and  it  is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a  negligible  trace  of  iron. 
It  is  of  a  high  standard  of  organic  quality. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  a  wholesome  v/ater  suitable  for 
public  supply  purposes. 


SIGNED  -  GORDON  MILES. 


22nd  June,  1949. 
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SANITARY  CIRCW,13TANCES  OF  TI-I3  AREA  (Continued). 

In  addition  anmples  were  taken  at  the  source,  (outside  the 
district)  s^id  at  consuiriers  ’  prsmisss  in  jJurley  and  Uraunston. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  the  public  supply  v/as  not  restricted 
throughout  the  year. 

The  Council’s  water  undertaking  extends  to  all  but  32 
houses  in  the  Urban  District,  and  supplies  are  given  to  Uraunstono 

xjurley  and  parts  of  Ashwell  and  Jarleythorpe  in  the  Rural  District 
of  Oakham. 


850  taps  etc.,  were  adjusted  or  re-washered  free  of  charge. 

Over  37yo  of  the  houses  and  a  rather  higher  percentage  of 
population  of  the  Urban  District  are  supplied  by  the  Council. 

In  some  cases  the  v/ater  is  not  laid  into  the  houses,  and,  in  a 
few  cases,  one  tap  is  shared  by  two  or  more  houses.  LuriniT  the 

year  water  was  led  into  houses  in  seven  cases,  in  addi.  i-on  to  the 
five  above. 


There  are  no  public  stand-pipes, 

_  45  yards  of  3"  main  were  laid  to  provide  water  for  new 

Private  Houses  in  Hurley  Road,  Oakham. 

The  Council  propose  to  taken  an  additional  water  supply  from 
Leicester  Corporation  as  soon  as  it  is  available. 

lii)  DRAINAGE  &  3E'.7ERAGE 


No  important  changes  occurred  during  the  year 
Total  number  of  cesspools  in  the  District 

at  the  end  of  1949  . .  I5 

The  number  of  cesspools  has  increased  slightly  owing  to 
development  taking  place  on  roads  which  are  not  sevtfsred  and  cannot 
be  readily  served  by  existing  sewers. 

CLOSET^ACGOmODAT  ION. 


Total  number  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  1949:- 


( 1)  Privies  . . , 

(2)  Pail  Closets 

(3)  7ater  Closets 


•  •  •  • .  • 

•  •  •  • « • 

•  *  •  •  •  • 


• .  •  .  .  • 


•  • »  • «  • 

. «•  Approx. 


33 

1300 


Numoer  of  privies  and  Pail  Closets  converted  to  the 
water  carriage  system  during  the  year  ...  Nil. 


Number  of  Pail  Closets  abolished  during  the  year  2 

21  of  these  33  houses  have  iieither  water  or  sewer.  Others 
will  disappear  as  a  result  of  Demolition  Orders  or  conversion, 
etc.,  in  the  future.  Pail  Closet  conversions  to  v/ater  carriage 
lor  the  last  five  years  have  been  3>  Nil,  nil,  nil  and  nil. 
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3  •  PUL'L  IC  GLEANS  im  . 

One  man  \7as  engaged  part  time  on  the  Refuse  Tip  with 
beneficial  results.  The  tip  is  kept  practically  free  from 
rats  and  no  fly  nuisance  occurs.  The  Council  use  a  Karricr 
.^antam  petrol-driven  refuse  collecting  vehicle,  and  the  work 
is  done  in  less  than  5  days  each  week. 

^ •  SAlMlTAin'  INSPECT ION_OP_THE_M^ . 

The  particulars  given  under  this  Heading  are  i or  all 
purposes  including  particulars  given  elsewhere  in  this  Report. 

Total  number  of  complaints  received  ...  .0.  21+ 

Total  number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered 
arising  out  of  complaints  . . .  20 

jMature  of  inspect  ions : - 

Inspections  and  re-inspections . 


Dwelling  houses  (all  purposes)  .  2^6 

Tents,  Vans,  etc . ...  ...  1 

3C  Slaughter  Houses  .  . 

Pood  premises  ...  ...  55 

Dairies  and  cov;oheda  ...  ...  ...  23 

Offensive  trades  .  ...  ... 

fjiimal  keeping  3 

Factories,  etc.  ...  ...  fO 

Shops  ...  ...  20 

Other  x-^^G^ises  30 

’yater  wastage  ...  ...  I60 


378 


K  Slaughtering  is  at  the  Central  Abbattoir,  Mel  -on  i.Iowbray, 

Figs  are  occasionally  killed  in  Oakham, 


NOTICES 


Preliminary 

Outstanding  on  1st  Jan. 1949 
Issued  during  the  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Outstanding  31at  December,  1949 
Statutory  action  necessary 

Statutory 

Outstanding  1st  January,  1949 
Issued  during  the  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Outstanding  31st  December,  1949 


Housing 

8 

8 


3 

3 


Other 

1 

22 

22 

1 


2 

2 


The  outstanding  Housing  Notices  are  Demolition  Orders 
which  are  operative.  Only  one  of  the  three  houses  is  occupied. 

Most  of  the  work  is  done  by  letter  or  telephone,  and  few 
formal  notices,  either  preliminary  or  statutory,  are  used. 

Some  nuisances  are  abated  by  Council  men,  this  beinn-  considered 
the  quickest  method. 
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5:; _ ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS . 

Number  of  Council  houses  infested  . 

Number  of  other  dwelling  houses  found  to  be 

r  ^3  S  “t  ^3  ##•  4##  9##  999  999  999 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  .  . 

Precautionary  treatment  was  given  in  2  cases  to  remove  doubt 
The  method  of  disinfestation  was  by  spraying  and  fumigating. 

6.  aCHOOLC. 

The  Secondary  School  is  a  modern  well-lighted  building 
so  also  are  the  Junior  House,  “V/har flands"  and  "Deanscr of t ” . 
The  others  are  mainly  old-fashioned,  but  the  sanitary 
conditions  are  satisfactory  and  the  water  supply  is  good. 

7.  S7ri;iNG  NATHS  AND  POOLS  OPEN  TO  THE  PUNLIC. 


Owned  by  School  Trustees  and  loaned  to 

the  Council  .  1 

Number  of  Inspections  .  7 

INSPECTION  <5:  Sl’^ERVISION  OP  POOD 


1. 


MILK 


SUPPLY, 


Cov/keepers . 

Number  on  the  Register  at 
30,9.49.  7 

Number  of  inspections  of 
premises  8 

Number  of  contraventions 
outstanding  from  previous  year 
Number  of  contraventions 
found  during  the  year  1 

Number  of  contraventions 
remedied  during  the  year 

(Of  the  7  Dairymen  3  have  no  premises 


Dairymen  or 
Purv eyors  of 
Milk  ( othe r  than 

Cowke eper s7 . 

7 

3 


in  Oakham) . 


From  1st  October  a  new  register  was  set  up  of 
distributors  and  their  premises. 


There  are  six  distributors  and  four  premises.  12 
inspections  of  premises  were  made  by  the  Inspector, 
accompanied  on  at  least  one  visit  to  each  by  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health, 


One  supplementary  licence 
milk  was  issued  during  the  last 


for  retailing  sterilised 
quarter  of  the  year. 


2. 


Five  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  conveyed 
by  road  to  the  Laboratories. 


Three  were  Grade  1. 
Two  were  Grade  IV , 


Very  little  ice  cream  is  made  in  Oakham.  Two  in 
each  of  the  above  Grades  were  not  produced  here.  There 
are  nov/  only  two  producers  in  Oakham.  Visits  were  paid  to 
the  premises  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  advice  given  as  to  the  best  methods 
of  obtaining  better  results. 
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MEAT  SHOPS,  MEAT  STORES,  ETC . 


Nunbor  of  inspect iono  *.*  «.«  ...  15 

37  lbs.  ban  was  surrendered  as  unfit. 


^  *  gMGgS .  -7rIERB  FOOD  ( OTIiSR  THAK  MEAT)  13  KEPT  OR  PREPARED  FOR 

SALE. 

Number  of  Inspections  .  36 


3  lbs.  tinned  meat  and  12  tins  of  other  foods  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit. 


li  0  U  3  I  N  G 

I^PBGT,ION^QF  p:yELLIN3  ilOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(a)  ( i)  Total  number  of  dv/elling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  L.jalth 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  . .  55 

(ii)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  . .  ...  60 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  ( i)  above)  vjhich  were  inspectea  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1932  . 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  5 

(only  one  house  v/aa  occupied  at  31st  Dec^  ibcr). 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  "  losc 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head;  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  . .  10 


2 


REMEDY  OP  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  V/ITHOUT  3: 


OF  FORMIJ. 


NOTIC] 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  renoered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  i',.uthority  or 
their  officers  ...  ...  . .  A 


3 •  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  FOYERS  DURING  THE  YEAR . 


Proceedings  under  Section  II  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:- 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ... 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  v/hich  v/ere 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  noeice 
under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  I936:- 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
vi/ere  remedied  after  service  of  Formal  I’otice 
served  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ... 
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4.  HOUSIID  ACT,  1936  -  PART  IV  -  OVERCRO^.yP ING . 


(a)  Number  of  dwelling  bouses  known  to  be  overcrowded 

at  tbe  end  of  1949  ...  .  1 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  6 


There  are  cases  v;here  houses  are  uncomfortably  full, 
but  are  not  overcrowded  by  the  Standards  laid  do\7n  in  the 
Housing  Act,  1936* 


Two  cases  of  overcrowding,  involving  18  persons,  were 
abated  in  1949.  There  were,  (at  31st  Dec.,  1949;,  living 
in  Oakham,  107  applicants  for  Council  Houses.  43  of  these 
persons  are  sharing  houses  with  parents  or  others.  In  addition 
30  persons  now  outside  the  Urban  District  also  require  houses 
here.  The  list  is  constantly  being  revised. 


During  the  year  the  Council  had  32  houses  c  apleted.  7 
more  Council  houses  were  in  progress  in  January,  1)30. 

16  private  houses  were  completed  during  the  year.  6  wgtq  in 
progress  in  January,  1930.  2  adaptations  of  builc ings  as 

dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year.  The  Ccancil  owned 
174  completed  houses  (including  10  temporary  bungalows)  at 
31st  December,  All  have  electricity,  94  houses  being  wired 
during  the  year. 


.  AIID  CONTROL  0V5R,  _ INFECTIOUS 


Disease 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Total  cases  Cases  admitted 

Total 

notified 

to  Isolation 

I'G-  at  hs 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  2 

Hospital . 

2 

Dysentery 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

•• 

Measles 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

•«. 

1 

Food  poisoning 
infection) 

(Salmonella 

2 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

Pp 1 i Qmy e 1 i t i s .  (infantile  Paralysis),  was  very  prevalent 
throughout  the  country  during  the  year.  Fortunately  \vc 
had  only  two  cases,  a  mother  and  child,  in  the  town.  Tho 
first  case  was  an  "abortive  type"' 

Diphtheria.  Noth  of  these  cases  were  adults,  one  an  Irish 
maid  at  the  Oakham  Public  School,  Neither  had  been  immunised. 
Food  Poisoning.  In  both  cases  the  organism  resp'-uis ible  was 
SalrAonella  typhi-mur ium.  In  one  case  it  was  thou  -  ht  duck 
eggs  were  responsible.  The  source  of  infection  in  the  other, 
a  child  of  one  year,  could  not  be  ascertained. 
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AGE 


GROUPS 


Disease 

Under 

One 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

k 

4 

5 

ijtojo  i 

ll  IrH  1 

II  _ 1 

10 

15 

15 

20 

20 

35 

3^ 

45 

45 

64 

65  & 

over 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

. 

1 

_ 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

-- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

■) 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Salmonella  infection  - 

1 

•M 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

•M 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1 

- 

Measles 

— 

— 

-• 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1  Diphtheria 

1 

1 

i” 

i  ’ 

MM 

1 

1 

■ 

■ 

TU3ERCUL03  IS 


There  were  only  12  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at 
31st  Docenber,'  1949. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  YOUMG, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


10,  High  Street, 
MELTON  MOV/JRAY. 
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